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LITERARY HERITAGE 
AWARD WINNER
Nebraska’s own poet and 
author, Twyla Hansen is the 
Nebraska Literary Heritage 
Association’s (NLHA) 33rd 
Annual Literary Heritage 
Award winner. This award 
recognizes Ms. Hansen’s 
service to Nebraska’s literary 
community through her writing 
and her dedication to and 
promotion of the literary arts 
throughout Nebraska.

At the state level, Twyla served 
as Nebraska’s State Poet—2013 through 2018. She often 
traveled around the state sharing her poetic expertise. She has 
written poetry books, including How to Live in the Heartland 
(1992), Sanctuary Near Salt Creek (2001), and a collaboration 
with Paul Johnsgard, Prairie Suite: A Celebration (2006), as 
well as Potato Soup (2003), and a collaboration with Linda 
Hasselstrom, Dirt Songs: A Plains Duet (2011), both of which 
won Nebraska Book Awards for Poetry. Her most recent title, 
Rock – Tree – Bird (2017), is a 2018 Nebraska Book Award 
winner and a 2018 WILLA Literary Award winner. Her work 
has also appeared in periodicals and anthologies over the years.

NLHA was organized in 1982 to provide support to Lincoln 
City Libraries’ Heritage Room of Nebraska Authors in Bennett 
Martin Public Library. It began sponsoring the Literary 
Heritage Award in 1988. Twyla has been involved with NLHA 
as she was the Author Member in 1997–1998 and again in 
2019–2020. She has also been part of NLHA’s annual Writers 
Write Workshop, a program for select 8th graders, since its 
beginning in 1992.

The Award will be given at NLHA’s Annual Adult Spelling 
BEE on Thursday, October 13, at Wilderness Ridge Country 
Club. To purchase tickets, sponsor, or to sign-up to be a speller, 
visit foundationforlcl.org. Tickets include a delicious buffet 
dinner and entrance to the BEE as a speller or cheerleader. The 
buffet is available 6 to 8 p.m. The Heritage Award and BEE 
begin at 7 p.m. We look forward to sharing this really fun 
evening with you!

2022 SPELLING BEE
The Nebraska Literary Heritage Association (NLHA) is excited 
to invite you to the 36th Annual Adult Spelling BEE on 
Thursday, October 13, at the Wilderness Ridge Country 
Club. The 33rd Annual Heritage Award will be presented 
to Twyla Hansen at the start of the BEE, 7 p.m. Tickets are 
available for purchase on foundationforlcl.org and include a 
delicious buffet dinner and the BEE! Dinner is available 6 to 8 
p.m. John Baylor, the voice of UNL’s championship women’s 
volleyball team, will once again serve as the event emcee.  
We also invite you to become a letter sponsor! Uppercase and 
lowercase letter sponsorships are available and both include 
many sponsor benefits. We hope you will also consider 
participating as a spelling contestant or sponsor a speller! Start 
practicing on previous winning words: parallelepiped, samite, 
chlorella, and even some easy words like embarrass, wattage, 
and more!

Whether you choose to be a speller or cheerleader, we hope to see 
you, your friends, and your family at the BEE! Join the fun!! You 
never know…you could be the next Spelling BEE Champion!
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OP-ED: A LIFE LIVED 
IN LIBRARIES
By Pat Leach; Originally printed by the Lincoln Journal Star

At the end of August, I’ll retire 
from Lincoln City Libraries, my 
employer since 1979. As I head 
out the proverbial door, I want 
to point to the three L’s behind 
all that libraries do—learning, 
literature, and literacy.

My first memory of a public 
library was in Kearney, 
Nebraska, in the early 1960s 
when I was a preschooler. I 
walked past the mass of card 
catalogs, their drawer pulls 
right at my eye level. They seemed intended for a young child to 
open and discover treasures inside. I was underwhelmed when I 
realized they were full of index cards that I couldn’t read.

As a young adult, I transitioned to full-time employment at 
Lincoln City Libraries, where I spent at least 90 minutes a day 
maintaining the card catalog at Bennett Martin Library. We were 
looking forward, so I also spent two hours a day on a computer, 
doing retrospective conversion—typing the information from 
our card files into a database held in Ohio, preparing for the day 
when library functions would be automated.

What we couldn’t see then were the infinite ways that 
technology would change so many things about how libraries 
interact with the world.

Fast forward to today, where much of the information we need 
can be found through our phones. Many library customers use 
eBooks and downloadable audiobooks and almost never enter an 
actual library building. Libraries use automation to streamline 
functions and offer apps that amplify the customer experience.

This evolution creates new roles for libraries. Libraries tout their 
Maker Spaces where technology is available to the public in 
a community environment. Libraries also provide computers 
and internet for members of the public who don’t have reliable 
internet connections at home and offer meeting spaces with 
distance conferencing capability.

But all that technology means nothing if people don’t know 
how to use it. That is where an old- fashioned library service 
kicks in —librarians who can help. The staff of Lincoln City 
Libraries offer one-on-one assistance for all kinds of technology 
functions—job or benefit applications, citizenship paperwork, 

or email set-up. People make appointments to have a library 
staff person help them set up the apps to use the library’s 
downloadable resources, or even get started with a new cell 
phone or tablet.

Some of these interactions lead to emotional moments—such 
as the grandmother opening an email attachment of the 
ultrasound picture of her first great-grandchild, or a man 
bringing his wife to the library to meet the people who helped 
him scan and attach documents for her visa application.

Despite libraries’ focus on technology, old-fashioned print books 
have not disappeared. In fact, according to recent Pew research, 
print remains the most popular way to read a book. Perhaps 
counter-intuitively, Pew found a higher percentage of younger 
people read print books than older people do—and relatively 
few people report reading digital books only.

And when it comes to print books, one of my favorite sights 
over the past 40 years has been adults reading aloud to children. 
The library feels a particular responsibility for children, and has 
expanded its reach to our youngest citizens through community 
campaigns to encourage reading aloud. Children who are read 
aloud to regularly as preschoolers are more likely to succeed in 
school, and this relates to all kinds of success to follow.

Although so much has changed, so much stays the same. After 
40 years of unprecedented technological evolution in public 
libraries, human interaction, print books, and reading aloud 
remain bedrocks of what we do.

Looking forward, the library’s success will still depend on 
being firmly embedded in the community. Libraries will still be 
focused on learning, literacy, and literature. We’ll still look to 
our children as our future—and we’ll still feel a responsibility to 
invest in libraries, as the people before us did.

It’s been my joy and honor to serve as Library Director in a 
community that so clearly values what libraries offer. Although 
I’m retiring, I plan to spend a great deal of time reading. And 
given that—I hope to see you soon at the library.
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PLEASE JOIN US IN THANKING OUR 
2022 SPONSORS WHO ARE COMMITTED 
TO OUR COMMUNITY AND TO LINCOLN 
CITY LIBRARIES! THEY ARE ALSO 
GREAT PLACES TO WORK!

Kathie Putensen

WINE & DINE FOR LIBRARIES SPONSORS

Pat Leach Rhonda Seacrest

Doug & Mary Campbell

Doug Carlson & Michelle Farley

Max & Lillie Larsen

Gail McNair

Lynn Roper
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DONORS
Polley Music Library Endowment
MarySure Harris
Jean Henderson

IN HONOR OF…

Bob & Donna Ewoldt
Robert & Catherine Rauch

Michelle Farley & Doug Carlson
Realty Works - Matt & Jennifer Kirkland
Giving Realty - Matt Kirkland, 

Miriah Zajic & Josie Tidball

IN MEMORY OF…

Rose Dolan
Gary Dolan
Phyllis Maurer
Sandra Sawyer

Carol Heald
Marilyn Baker
Ed & Margaret Bates
Sherry Brodd
Linda Brodd
Caroline Caauwe
Brian & Lori Essen
Don & Carlene Hardinger
Randy & Ellen Heald
Darlene Kreifels
Rick & Lisa Meyer
John & Jennifer Norman
Dale & Carolyn Schuerman
Eileen & Eron Stair
Robert & Debra Vidloc

Dan Hudson
Clay Naff & Tari Hendrickson

Lane Isaacson
Edith Isaacson

Mary Langtry
James Langtry

Loretta Leach
Lisa & Mick Hale

Shane Perkins
Jenna Crist
Gail McNair

Matthew Marvin
Herb & Kathy Friedman
Mick & Lisa Hale
Gail McNair

Patricia Roucis
Stephen & Marcia Kirke

Muriel Skoug
Stephen & Charlene Dunbar

Laura Weymouth
Karen & John Janovy Jr.

ENDOWMENTS

Jeffrey Barmore Endowment
Tom & Karla Wendelin

Heritage Room Endowment Fund
Bruce Arant
Pam Herbert Barger
Jack & Sally Campbell
Carol Connor
Gerry & Kit Dimon
Marilyn Dorf
Devra Dragos
Dick & Katherine Endacott
Rebecca Faber
Molly Fisher
Francie & Finch Bookshop
John & Carol Gale
Georgia Glass
Ross & Caryl Greathouse
Joel Green
Connie Healey
Jean Henderson
Jane Renner Hood
Midge Irvin
Karen & John Janovy Jr.
Jean Jeffrey
Wayne & Judy Jensen
Dr. Kent & Terri Jex
Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge
Dottie & Bill Kuester
Craig & Pippa Lawson
Meredith & Tom McGowan
Gail McNair
Mark & Susan Musik
Jackie Ostrawicki
Lorraine Sysel Pallesen
Marlene Perkins
Randy & Kay Peters
Bob & Stanley Rediger
Lynn Roper
Steve Shively
Carol Speicher & Steve Petersen
Sara Stephenson
Mary Ann Sullivan
Lori Teaford
Don & Gwen Tilley
Ronda Vork-Lynch
Jan Wahl
Kay Walter
Craig & Liz Wanamaker
Ted Wheeler

Ross & Judy Wilcox
Andrew & Erin Willis
John Regier & Diane Wilson
Rick & Susie Windle
Becky Witulski
Dan Worth & Laurie Richards
John & Sara Young
Birgit Young

GIVE TO LINCOLN DAY
Jane Aalborg
Kate Adams & Dennis Wertz
Nancy Anderson
Blake Anderson
Jeanne Baer
Richard Bagby
Matt Baldwin
Mike & Laura Baumgartner
Sharon Bennett
Lowell & Judy Berg
Steve & Margaret Berry
Patty Beutler
Bob & Jeanne Bishop
Paula Boyd
Gale & Becky Breed
Mary Cassner
Julia Cole
Mary Jane Colleran
Foster Collins
Ward & Carol Curry
Barbara DiBernard
Kirk & Joan Dietrich
Kathryn Dolan
Donlan Foundation
Steve & Charlene Dunbar
Sonya Ekart & Ron Kallhoff
Carl & Janet Eskridge
Ingrid Esparza
Michelle Farley & Doug Carlson
Polly Feis
John Felton
Mary Flood & Frazer Williams
Chuck & Barb Francis
Matthew & Clover Frederick
Karl & Mary Lou Fredrickson
Herb & Kathy Friedman
Amanda Ganshert
Bryce & Morgan Gerteisen
Grafton & Associates
Tom & Nancy Graul
Regy & Kay Green
Sanford Grossbart & Priscilla Henkelman
Christopher Gustafson
William & Donna Gustafson
Pat Hackley
Mick & Lisa Hale
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Jennifer Hall
Jim & Laurie Haszard
Nicole Hatfield
Jason Helgren
Roy Helm
Norman & Linda Helzer
Wynn Hjermstad
Richard & Kay Hoff
Judy Johnson & Gunter Hofmann
Jane Renner Hood
Amanda Hoover
Fred & Julie Hoppe
Marilyn Hoskins
Joan Hudson
Barb Jacobson
Karen & John Janovy, Jr.
Jim Johnson
Nicole Juranek
Jeff Kirkpatrick & Glenda Pierce
Carolyn Kitterer
Susan Klein
Emily Koenig
Andrey & Karen Kuhn
Keith Larsen
Pat Leach & William Oberg
Sara Leber
Carole Levin
Lucy Lien
Courtney & Nurik Makhmudzoda
Shirley Maly
Robin & Todd Martin
Laurie Martinez
Phyllis Maurer
Betsy McEntarffer
Mike & Maggie McGowan
Jessica McMullen
Stephen & Patsy Meyer
Barbara Michael
Dale & Deborah Minter
Dave & Marilyn Moore
William & Liz Morgan
Katrina Murman
Mike & Lynn Murman
Charles & Linda Nichols
Jane Nyffler
Kathleen O’Leary
Vic Ooton
Tom Pappas & Laurel Van Ham
Stefanie Pearlman
Allyn Pella
Carol Penrosa
Marlene Perkins
Elaine Peters
Keith & Mallory Peterson
Jerry & Mary Petr
Sheri Pfeil

Paul & Anne Potter
James Potter & Deb Miller
Steve & Mary Rankin
Max Reiner
Shirley Rice
Susan Robinson
Mike & Julie Robinson
Elizabeth Rude
Jack & Carol Schneider
Lyle & Susan Schoen
Nan Schweiger & Lamont Richards
Phillip Seng
Sharad & Rebecca Seth
Jon & Audrey Sevener
Timothy & Julie Shaw
Will Sheehan
Craig & Janet Sievert
Mary Sommermeyer
Chris & Heather Steffens
Georgia Stevens
Mark Tallman
Art & Carol Thompson
Ronell & Maurice Titsworth
Chad Trofholz
Karen Underwood
Angela Unruh
Laura Uridil
Jon & Joyanne Van Bloom
Spencer & Susan Vannaman
Anne Videver
Boots & Kevin Wailles
Phillip Waldron
Dusty & Stacy Walsh
Fran Westfall
Katherine Wielechowski
Jill Wightman
Rebecca Wilhelm
David & Shirley Williams
Michael & Kathleen Wortman
Kelsey Yadon
Kyla Zehr
Ray & Carolyn Zeisset

GRANTS
Herbert & Marian Weston Foundation
Normil Foundation
Schmieding Foundation

OVERDUE FINES
Charles Adams

2022 MEMBERSHIP
Marge Anderson
Bruce Arant
Melissa Bailey
Sarah Bates
Susan Bauer

Lowell & Judy Berg
Erin Blankenship
Brian & Candiss Bock
Dennis Bodtke
Phillipe & Brooke Bruce
Bethany A. Brunsman
Tiffany Burns
Cari Campbell
Sandi Carrington
David Cary
Brian & Teresa Chaffin
Catherine Chia
Ronald and Tiffani Childress, Jr.
Sheri Christen
Foster Collins
Scott & Linda Davis
Chip & Linda DeBuse
Leslie Delserone
Art & Rosemary Dobson
Anita Rose Ducey
Stacy Durr
Anya Edwards
Nancy Escamilla
Kyle & Melissa Fillipi
Tami Frank
Herb & Kathy Friedman
Arthur & Kay Fye
Tamara Giesmann
Jessica Greenwald
Erin Hall
Erika Hamilton
Jake Havranek
Jessica Hedrick
Jessica Hesterberg
Jamie Hohensee
Troy Hopkins
Timothy & Rachel Hruza
Eric Hunt
Gwen Hurst
Kelly Jack
Barbara Jacobson
Jenni Jex
Sally R. Johnson
Peter & Kim Jorgensen
Nicole Juranek
Leola Kahl
Con & Barb Keating
Alison F. Knudsen
Kathleen Korinek & Travis Wagner
Gregory Kosmacek
Max & Lillie Larsen
Tony Lazarowicz
Richard Leiter
Carole Levin
Sara Luther
Peter & Cynthia Maddux
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2022 MEMBERSHIP continued…
Shirly Maly
Christopher Mason
Michael McCoy & Liz Shea McCoy
Laryssa McFadyen
Mike & Maggie McGowan
Mark Merrill
Dale & Deborah Minter
Regis Moreau
Elizabeth Morehouse
Brian & Allison Morrow
Jason Muehlhausen
Don & Andrea Nelson
Gina Noel
Jennifer Northhouse
Jackie Ostrawicki & Monte Olson
Michael Page & Susan Steider
Chelsea Pagel
Ellen Paparozzi
Rachelle Pratt

Susan Ptacek
James K. Purtzer
Mary Reiman
Claudia & John Reinhardt
Mike & Julie Robinson
Karen Rowe
Tiffany Ryck
Hallie & Chad Salem
Kolette Satterfield
Jacob Schlange
Ralph Schnell
Danielle Smith
Heather Smith
Jennifer Snyder
Chris & Heather Steffens
Brett Stohs
Connie Strohmyer
Brian & Jenna Sunderman
Jan Thelen
Betsy Thomas

Lindsay Tillinghast
Pete Uhig
Eric Umland
Courtney Van Hoosen
Cheryl Vavra
Karen & Richard Vierk
Ian Vosberg
Milan & Sue Ellen Wall
Kat Waters
Brenda Weyers
David Wiegand
David & Shirley Williams
Karen Wills
Mary Wobig
Rebecca Wolf
Alan Worth & Linda Ager
Shalla Young
Angela Zocholl

HAVE BOOKS WILL TRAVEL!
For many of us who grew up in rural America, bookmobiles 
were our first connection to libraries. The bookmobile idea 
is attributed to Mary Titcomb, who in 1905 believed that by 
going mobile, we could reach more people, make more friends, 
and share our love of books. Lincoln City Libraries (LCL) has a 
proud legacy of bookmobile service!

LCL Bookmobile service began in 1975. Over the past several 
years, bookmobile services have expanded to include books, 
computers, internet workstations, DVDs, and so much more.  
An 80-year-old Senior Center patron was encouraged to sign-
up for his first Library Card. He checked out books and when 
he returned them, related that “he didn’t even know he liked 
to read.” He’s been a weekly patron ever since. Bookmobile 
visits to daycare sites enable children to participate in the 
summer reading programs and more. LCL is expanding 
service by purchasing two vehicles to replace an aging larger 
vehicle to provide visits to smaller sites and almost double the 
sites visited.

These are just examples of how vital the Bookmobile service is 
to ensuring equal access to our libraries, our educational system, 
technology, and community for each citizen of Lincoln and 
Lancaster County, especially those who are most in need and 
most vulnerable.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries’ volunteers are 
responsible for sorting books for the annual Book Sale and the 
book nooks. We are looking for additional volunteers for work 
at the following branch libraries: Gere, 56th & Normal; Walt, 
6701 S. 14th Street; and Eiseley, 15th & Superior. 

All volunteer applicants are required by the city to be 
approved through their process. Volunteers can work as their 
personal schedules allow and will be trained to ensure they 
are comfortable with the job. We like to say that there are no 
mistakes, as there are differences of opinion whether one book is 
a murder mystery or just fiction. It’s really fun! You’ll meet new 
people and your work is really appreciated! 

If you’re interested, please call 402-441-0164 or email 
foundationforlcl@gmail.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
 • October 6, 2022  Songwriting/Composing Club

 • October 8, 2022  Golden Studio Band

 • October 13, 2022  NHLA 36th Annual Adult 
Spelling BEE & 33rd Annual Heritage Award

 • November 10, 2022  Songwriting/Composing Club
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THANK YOU, PAT!!
We want to thank Pat Leach for her service to Lincoln City 
Libraries and our community. We are excited for Pat as she 
begins this next exciting chapter of her life in retirement, but she 
will definitely be missed. She began her career in the Children’s 
area and retired as Director of our Libraries. Her leadership has 
provided growth and stability to meet the increasing needs of 
our community.

Over her forty-year career, our Libraries changed as technology 
changed our world. Card catalogs disappeared and computers 
took their place. The addition of computers also created 
online options so that Lincoln City Libraries can be utilized 
worldwide. Makers Space opportunities provided ukuleles 
and sewing machines for Lincoln’s patrons. Pat and her staff 
served this community well throughout the recent pandemic, 
changing service options that ensured that patrons were able 
to access books, movies, and online options, even when the 
buildings were closed.

In honor of Pat’s tremendous impact on our Libraries and our 
community, the Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries has 
established the Pat Leach Endowment Fund to commemorate 
Pat for her good work and commitment to our Libraries. Pat 
has directed the annual proceeds of this fund be contributed 
to children’s programs and services. This is an open fund to 
provide others to contribute in Pat’s honor. This is the gift that 
keeps on giving! Each year, children living in Lincoln and 
Lancaster County will have new books and experiences that we 
can only imagine in today’s world.

Thank you for joining me in giving Pat a Standing O for a Job 
Well-Done! Hopefully, we will still “See her in the Library!”

OVERDUE FINES
As they say, timing is everything! In May, Lincoln City Library 
staff received a package postmarked from Montana from 
Charles Adams. Inside was a real surprise—a Lincoln City 
Library book, a check, and a letter of explanation. If he had 
only waited a couple of months, he could have saved the $58 
in fines that he generously included with the returned book, as 
the Library Board eliminated fines on books in August. This is 
definitely good news for all of us who have a tendency to return 
items beyond their due date.

Mr. Adams explained in his 
letter than he had checked out 
a copy of Sabbatical: A Romance 
when he was in his first year at 
the University of Nebraska Law 
School and the book was due on 
August 29, 1983. He missed it by 
14,153 days. Being the responsible 
library patron, he calculated the 
daily fine price and sent the check 
for $58 along with the book. He 
came across the book when he 
and his wife were packing to move 
and said that “it seemed to be a 
good time to get it back where it belongs.” We should also note 
that even though library fines were eliminated in 2022 by the 
Lincoln City Library Board, borrowers are still responsible for 
books and movies that they borrow. If they are lost, they are 
required to pay the replacement costs.

We want to thank Mr. Adams for his generosity and for being 
conscientious. His generous check has been deposited into the 
Foundation’s endowment to ensure that this gift is one that 
keeps on giving to provide funds to Lincoln City Libraries to 
purchase new books for the collection. LCL Administrative 
Assistant, Sarah Dale, said that due to its age, the book will 
probably not be returned to the collection. We are hoping that 
it will become part of the annual Book Sale so it goes to a new 
home and continue to life an adventurous new life.

Mr. Adams grew up in Kearney, graduated with an 
undergraduate degree in English from the University of 
Kearney, and moved to Lincoln for law school. Upon 
graduation, he and his wife moved to Montana where he has 
practiced worker’s compensation law and reared two children.
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To donate books, drop them off at  
Eiseley, Walt, or Gere Branch Libraries!
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POLLEY MUSIC LIBRARY TURNS 40
By Scott Scholz, Curator

This September, the Polley Music Library will be turning 40! The Polley is celebrating the anniversary throughout the fall. There is 
something for everyone and everything for those who love all music!!

On September 8, Mike McCracken, a Slide/steel guitar and dobro player, discussed the history of these uniquely American instruments 
and how they have been used in American Roots music. He also demonstrated the dobro, a unique guitar-like instrument that is played in 
the lap with a steel slide

The Polley celebrated this special time with three performances on Sunday, September 18, on the 2nd floor of the Bennett Martin library 
in the biographies area, next to Polley. The day started with a performance by the Ludus Duo, who demonstrated the possibilities of 
performing at a distance, a concept that became important in the pandemic era. LNK Music Collective, a group made of composer-
performers based in Lincoln, were next on stage. The Bottletops Duo closed out our celebration, combining country, rock, blues and 
gospel into their own Americana blend.

On September 24, Dr. Stacey Barloes, hosted an interactive Soundscaping event. Inspired by the visual art world, visitors were able to 
create original soundscapes with a mixture of musical instruments and household materials.

On Saturday, October 8, the Polley will feature a performance by the Golden Studio Band, who perform many styles of music including 
traditional and modern Yazidi and Middle Eastern music. This starts at 1 p.m. and will be in the biographies area next to Polley.

Since March of this year, the Polley Music Library has been hosting a songwriting/composing club that meets once a month in the 
Bennett Martin auditorium on a Thursday night. If you are a songwriter or composer interested in sharing your work, or perhaps you 
need help with writer’s block or a particular part that doesn't feel quite right, the Songwriting/Composing Club is a great way to meet 
other musicians in the area. Participants can bring an instrument, a recording on their laptop or phone, sheet music, lyrics, or just come 
to talk about what they’re working on. Upcoming dates are Oct. 6, and Nov. 10, all at 6–7 p.m. in the Bennett Martin auditorium. Plans 
are underway to start a “listening club” later in the fall.

In April, the Polley Music Library began a guitar lending program, starting with ten Fender acoustic guitars. Similar to the ukulele 
lending program, you can borrow a guitar with your library card, and there are lots of guitar method books at the Polley Music Library to 
help you get started. As of mid-August, the guitars have already circulated to nearly 60 patrons, with another 15 on a waiting list. So far, 
it’s proven to be a very popular program, and we hope to expand it even more next year with some more guitars!


